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Congress has had with the business 
community, even when those that are 
in the business community will fare far 
better if we were to have the kind of 
standards and controls as it relates to 
the importation of toys and food and 
medicine. I look forward to the debate. 

It’s very unfortunate, and let me just 
say something, because I know Mr. 
MURPHY said something a little earlier 
about, you know, now we’re moving in 
this direction, we’re hearing some push 
back from the administration. I’m not 
a black man with a conspiracy theory, 
but I will say that there’s, I think 
there’s a push out of the administra-
tion to see the Democratic Congress 
not be as successful and not heading in 
a new direction as the American people 
voted for. I think some politics has 
something to do with this. It’s very un-
fortunate, especially when we’re look-
ing at this kind of legislation, Mr. 
ALTMIRE and Mr. RYAN. I think it’s im-
portant that everyone pay very close 
attention to the new direction agenda, 
that this card continues to get more 
and more on it as it relates to accom-
plishment. And, Mr. Speaker, it’s a bi-
partisan accomplishment. That’s the 
good thing about it. We have Repub-
licans voting for Democratic bills. 
They would have voted for it all along 
if the Republican leadership allowed 
that legislation to come to the floor. 

So I think it’s important, Members, 
that we continue to push on, that we 
continue to encourage our colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle to join us 
in accomplishing what the American 
people wanted us to accomplish. Inde-
pendent voters, Republican voters, 
Democratic voters, reform party, what 
have you, they’re looking for results. 
They’re not looking for back-and-forth 
on my idea is better than yours and 
nothing ever happens. So I’m just hon-
ored to be down on the floor with you 
Members here. 

Mr. RYAN, I’m honored always to be 
here with you, sir. I mean, a very im-
portant member of the Appropriations 
Committee, he had a couple of bills 
pass off the floor today. It’s great. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Well, you know, 
one of the things we talked about while 
you were out trick-or-treating was the 
connection between the money that 
has been borrowed by the past three 
Congresses and the administration 
from China, that’s now our bank, and 
how their exports have been facilitated 
into this country, in this instance, the 
toys. So it’s very difficult, I think, 
from a perspective of someone who’s 
borrowing money from a country to 
say, hey, wait a minute; we’ve got 
some real issues with doing business 
with you. It becomes very difficult. 
And so I think our position with China, 
borrowing the money, the OPEC coun-
tries and many, many others, has put 
us at a significant position of weakness 
in dealing with a variety of foreign pol-
icy issues, but also dealing with issues 
like this. 

Now, I showed this chart earlier, Mr. 
MEEK, and I know, I think this was 

your idea to get it. But this is the 
chart of the number of toys being im-
ported into the country and the num-
ber of employees that are assigned to 
protect the consumer. And so, much of 
this, much of these imports have been 
from China, and I don’t think it’s a co-
incidence that we want to somehow fa-
cilitate business with this country, 
which is fine. We know we have to do 
business in a global economy. But you 
don’t do it at the expense of the health, 
safety and welfare of your own citizens. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. I’m sorry. Will 
the gentleman yield real quick? 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I would be happy 
to yield. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. You know, Mr. 
RYAN, again, I don’t have a conspiracy 
theory, but, hold that chart. Don’t do 
away with that chart. You can pass it 
over here. I just want to make a point 
here. 

It’s interesting that everything 
seems to have happened in 2000. Look 
where it was in 2000 and look what hap-
pened since then. I wonder who’s been 
in charge of the country starting in 
2000. I mean, we’re not speaking, I’m 
not, you know, I’m not trying to say 
anything. I’m not talking about any-
body. I’m just talking about what I’m 
talking about. And the real issue here 
is the fact that, I said that, it made as 
much sense as this chart is making 
sense right now, but the real issue is 
that it’s been an ongoing issue. A lack 
of regulation, a lack of, I mean, more 
freedom as it relates to China doing 
what it wants, what it would like to do. 

The TAA bill passed off the floor 
today to give U.S. workers an oppor-
tunity to be retrained, which was very, 
very important. It was important to 
the States, and it’s important that we 
bring some sort of balance back to this. 
It’s nothing wrong with a global econ-
omy. But it’s everything wrong when 
we allow other countries to have the 
upper hand on U.S. companies and also 
U.S. workers, and we have to have the 
standards in place. 

But thank you, sir. This wasn’t my 
idea to do this chart. I will not take 
credit for it. But I just wanted to let 
you know. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Well, I know you 
have a lot of good ideas. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. I have a lot of 
great ideas. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Let me 
read, Mr. MEEK, to you from a, you 
guys all say third-party verifiers, 
right? Validators. Kind of means the 
same thing. Half a dozen, six. So this is 
from a report called Toxic Trade done 
by the Campaign for America’s Future, 
and we’ll go back to this problem that 
we have at the CPSC regarding toy 
testers. It says this: The agency’s toy 
testing department, it’s lab hasn’t been 
modernized since 1975, and the depart-
ment consists of one man who drops 
toys on the floor in his office to see if 
they’ll break. I mean, that’s it. There 
you go. I mean, that’s the toy testing 
regimen of the United States Govern-
ment is a guy, and I’m sure he’s a won-

derfully nice guy. But he sits in his of-
fice at his desk and he takes toys and 
he drops them on the floor to see if 
they’ll break. I mean, that’s what we 
got now. That’s what you got for these 
record deficits, for all the spending in 
Iraq, for breaks for oil companies and 
drugs companies. You’ve got one guy 
who drops toys from his desk and sees 
if they’ll break. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. We just need to, I 
think, look back, and I say this with 
the utmost respect, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause the President basically, yester-
day, in his press conference, I think it 
was yesterday or maybe today, in his 
press conference basically was making 
fun of Congress for holding hearings, 
making fun of us. But when you look 
at what we’re holding hearings on, 
we’re trying to fix problems that we 
have in the country. So we’re having 
hearings on FEMA and the disaster 
that we all saw on TV at the gulf coast. 
We’re having hearings on Iraq, the 
unbid contracts, the problems that 
we’re having there, the wasteful spend-
ing, the billions of dollars that the 
Pentagon doesn’t know where it is. 
We’re trying to have hearings to find 
out what’s going on. Hearings on toys. 
I mean, we’re trying to figure out how 
do we fund this, how do we have enough 
consumer product safety workers here 
in the country to make sure that our 
people are safe when you’re dealing 
with products or food. I mean, when 
the administration then continues to 
make light of these very serious con-
cerns, it’s troubling to us to somehow 
say that we’re holding hearings, which 
is our constitutional duty. Article I, 
section 1 of the Constitution created 
this body. 

So, again, we have Katrina, we have 
the war, we have toys, we have pass-
ports, FEMA, we have all of these 
issues that we’re dealing with in this 
country. I’m sorry if we’re trying to 
solve these problems. 

I yield to my friend. 
Mr. ALTMIRE. I thank the gen-

tleman from Ohio. I have people all the 
time in my district, Mr. Speaker, that 
come up to me and talk about that 
passport issue that Mr. RYAN men-
tioned. We had hundreds and hundreds 
of travelers over the summer months 
that needed the help through our of-
fice, and I’m sure you had the same ex-
perience because of that 500,000-case 
backlog at the State Department. They 
were unable to deal with it. They put 
forward this regulation. They didn’t 
have the resources to deal with it, very 
similar to what we’re talking about 
with the Product Safety Commission. 
These are the types of things that we 
are holding hearings on. We’re trying 
to get to the bottom of it. And when 
the President talks about, well, we’re 
wasting our time by holding our hear-
ings, I’m not sure what his inference is. 
I’m not sure what he would have us be 
doing, because it’s not as though we 
haven’t been doing our work here in 
this Chamber, because tomorrow, we 
begin the 11th month of the year, and 
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